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COVID-19

County order prompts closures
By Christian Trujano &
Mauricio La Plante
NEWS EDITOR & ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Patrons of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library who are not San Jose State students
said they lost a critical resource for technology
and Wi-Fi.
“You can’t find a place to plug your
chargers,” said Tom Clewis, a homeless man.
“You can’t access certain information, where
to go for free food.”
Several San Jose State facilities shut down
operations in response to a “shelter-in-place”
order issued by the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department on Monday to
limit the spread of COVID-19.
In a campuswide email, SJSU President
Mary Papazian said the university remains
open, but advised students, faculty members
and staff to avoid campus.
“Students can continue their coursework
online,” Papazian stated in the email. “Faculty
and staff are asked to continue their professional
work through telecommuting, if applicable.
Some essential personnel will continue to
provide critical services on campus.”

Buildings like the MLK Library closed
earlier than scheduled Monday evening.
The library is closed to the public, but SJSU
students can still use the first and second floors
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. this week to access Wi-Fi
and other resources for online classes.
Students said the library is a haven for
finding focus.
“It’s just, like, a quiet spot, which is
kind of what I need sometimes, because
being at home is, kind of, just too loud,”
public health junior Kayley Proenza said.
Starting today, Santa Clara County
residents will have to “shelter in place” for
three weeks in order to slow the spread
of COVID-19, according to a news
release from the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department.
On Monday, public health officers from
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco,
San Mateo and Santa Clara counties along
with the City of Berkeley issued the order
to “shelter in place” until April 7, 2020,
starting today.
San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo stated in an
email, “As the mayor of the Bay Area’s largest
city, I support the actions of health officials
throughout the Bay Area to enact a ‘shelter in

absolutely necessary to slow the spread of this
pandemic,” said Dr. Sara Cody, Santa Clara
County Public Health Deparment director.
Health care, law and safety and essential
government functions will also continue
under the recommended action.
“The long days and difficult hours
ahead will challenge us individually and
collectively,” Liccardo stated in the email.
“This is our generation’s great test, our
moment to stand together as a community.
Amid our collective fears, we will find our
uncommon courage.”
Essential businesses allowed to operate
during the recommended action include:
health care operations; businesses that
provide food, shelter and social services,
and other necessities of life for economically
disadvantaged individuals; fresh and
nonperishable food retailers; pharmacies;
child care facilities; gas stations; banks;
laundry businesses and services necessary
for maintaining the safety, sanitation and
essential operation of a residence.

You can’t ﬁnd a place to
plug your chargers. You can’t
access certain information,
where to go for free food.
Tom Clewis

San Jose homeless man

place’ mandate. We must move aggressively.
This is not the moment for half-measures.
History will not forgive us for waiting
an hour more.”
The order limits activity, travel and
business functions to only the most
essential needs.
As of Monday, 138 cases of the virus and
four deaths caused by the virus in Santa Clara
County have been confirmed, according
to
the
Santa
Clara
County
Public Health department.
The Bay Area’s confirmed number
of cases account for more than half of
California’s cases.
“Temporarily changing our routine is

Campus facilities close,
reduce hours for COVID-19

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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Santa Clara County announced a regionwide order to “shelter in place,”
eﬀective today until April 7, 2020. The City of San Jose progressed to Level 5
of its Pandemic Response Plan. Residents are allowed to leave their homes
for essential services and even recreationally, as long as they practice social
distancing and don’t gather in large groups.
According to a campuswide email, San Jose State will remain open. However, all
campus buildings will be locked. The map below displays what SJSU facilities will
continue to provide resources in the wake of this county mandate.
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Spring season canceled for all sports
By Jesus Tellitud
SPORTS EDITOR

The Mountain West Board of Directors
canceled all sports competitions during
the spring 2020 season Thursday
because of concerns regarding the novel
coronavirus pandemic.
“The health and well-being of
student-athletes, as well as the campus and
general communities, is of utmost priority,”
the Mountain West Board announced in

a statement issued Thursday. “Therefore,
the Board has determined the most
prudent course of action is to align with
the recommendations of public health
care and government officials to help
limit the spread of the virus.”
The decision to cancel all spring
competitions was shortly followed by a
statement from San Jose State Athletics
Director Marie Tuite.
“We are in agreement with and support
the Mountain West’s announcement today
to suspend spring sports competitions,”

Tuite stated in a news
release, “The action is
in the best interest of
our
student-athletes,
coaches, staff, fans and
friends of San Jose State
University athletics.”
TUITE
The abrupt end to
spring sports competitions leaves senior
athletes unable to finish their last seasons
as planned.
“I gave my life to baseball,” senior
baseball infielder Troy Viola said. “All

this time and effort I exerted to make my
dream of playing professional baseball a
reality and in hopes of getting Spartan
Baseball their first [Mountain West]
championship in a long time . . . all just to
have my senior year ripped out of my hands.
It’s devastating.”
Tuite later went on to outline
a
timetable
of
the
scheduled
suspension in an updated statement
later on Thursday.
ATHLETICS | Page 2
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Continued from page 1
“San
Jose
State
University Athletics will
suspend all team practices
and close its athletics
facilities
beginning
Friday, March 13, through
Sunday, April 5. This
period
includes
the
University’s spring break
scheduled from Monday,
March 30, through Friday,
April 3,” Tuite stated in a
news release.
SJSU spring sports
affected by the suspension
include baseball, softball,
men’s and women’s golf,
men’s
and
women’s
track and field, women’s
gymnastics,
women’s
beach volleyball, women’s
tennis
and
women’s
water polo.
The
NCAA
also
released a statement
on Thursday saying
Division I men’s and
women’s 2020 basketball
tournaments are canceled,
as well as all remaining
winter
and
spring
NCAA championships.
Pre v iously,
NCAA
President Mark Emmert
said Wednesday that
upcoming games would
be conducted with only
essential staff and limited
family in attendance.
With the suspension of
all spring competitions
for
the
foreseeable
future, many SJSU senior
athletes may have seen
their collegiate careers
cut short.
However, in a statement
made by the NCAA Friday,
council leadership says it
has agreed that eligibility
relief is appropriate for
all Division I studentathletes who participated
in spring sports and that
details of eligibility relief

All this time and
effort I exerted
to make my
dream of playing
professional
baseball a reality
and in hopes of
getting Spartan
Baseball their ﬁrst
[Mountain West]
championship in
a long time . . . all
just to have my
senior year ripped
out of my hands.
It’s devastating.
Troy Viola

senior baseball infielder

will be finalized at a
later time.
“They are waiting, [to]
see what kind of relief the
NCAA grants for seniors.
They’ve insinuated that
they are going to, but man,
there’s a lot of moving
parts for that to happen,”
softball
head
coach
Peter Turner said.
Division
I
teams
would face a complicated
situation if seniors were
to come back and play
out their last collegiate
seasons, Turner said.
“For every senior coming
out, we have freshmen
coming in. My roster limit is
24 and I don’t wish to carry
29 players on the team,”
Turner said. “But having
said that, I would love
nothing more to have
my seniors back because
they’re all big producers
for me.”

PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARCI SUELA

The suspension of
spring sports not only
affects Division I teams
but all SJSU Club Sports
as well.
“It’s a really tough
pill to swallow for our
entire team,” bowling club
senior Kasey Uyesugi said.
“There’s some of us that
have been on the team for
3-4 years, working hard

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

to have a shot at winning
a national title and now
we don’t get that chance?
It’s a pretty sad and bitter
way to end our season.”
Club Sports Supervisor
Wi n s t o n
Ad a m s
informed all club teams
Wednesday in an email
that all travel, home
competitions, practices
and all team activities will

be suspended through the
end of spring break.
“Competing at the
highest level is what we
work toward every year
and this team will not have
the chance to put it all
out there,” bowling club
head coach Lindsey Wong
said. “I appreciate the
time and effort everyone,
and especially [our four

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

seniors], put into this
program to help it be a
fun, competitive and
memorable experience
for all. This was certainly
a special group of players
that I will miss.”

Follow Jesus on Twitter
@JesusTellitud

JOKIN’
AROUND
Did you hear
about the crab
that went to the
seafood disco?

He pulled a
muscle.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Athletics
6. A religion based on sorcery
11. Earlier in time
12. Remedy
15. Offensive term for an
Asian laborer
16. Not gained by merit
17. Purpose
18. An orator’s desk
20. Large
21. Notch
23. Haughtiness
24. Dell
25. French for “Head”
26. With competence
27. Heredity unit
28. Biblical garden
29. 52 in Roman numerals
30. Ebbed
31. Meagerness
34. Pseudonym
36. Rescue
37. Frosts
41. Cat sound
42. Anagram of “Star”
43. Not this

44. A soft sheepskin leather
45. French cheese
46. Bygone era
47. Mistake
48. Type of marmoset
51. Ribonucleic acid
52. An empty boaster
54. Leased
56. Roomette
57. Not written exams
58. Slender
59. A nine-piece musical
group
DOWN
1. Rotted
2. Hype
3. Petroleum
4. Agitate
5. Tall woody plant
6. Cantankerous
7. Ales
8. Distinctive flair
9. Atmosphere
10. Stinking nightshade
13. Hidden

14. Border
15. Hindu social division
16. Useful
19. Log home
22. Stress
24. Compactness
26. “Oh my!”
27. Petrol
30. Marries
32. Bird call
33. Fertilizer ingredient
34. Ethically indifferent
35. Student
38. Chuckle
39. Sincere
40. Place
42. Arsenal
44. Umpires
45. Exposed
48. Adhesive strip
49. Press
50. Infamous Roman emperor
53. Charge
55. Indian bread
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Reclusive rapper drops masterful album
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

After
releasing
his
debut mixtape in 2007,
Jay Electronica made hip-hop
fans wait more than a decade
for his first album, with only
a single every few years to fill
the drought.
Released on Friday, “A
Written Testimony” proves
that Electronica honed his
craft enough during those
13 years to make him a
modern hip-hop icon.
Timothy
Elpadaro
Thedford drew underground
hip-hop’s attention during
the late 2000s with his first
mixtape as Jay Electronica,
“Act I: Eternal Sunshine (The
Pledge),” a 15-minute track
featuring him rapping over
Jon Brion’s somber score for
the film “Eternal Sunshine of
the Spotless Mind.”
After
earning
a
reputation
with
his
pretentious and theatrical
aesthetic,
Electronica
proved he was more than a
flash-in-the-pan
visionary with the 2009
singles
“Exhibit
A”
and “Exhibit C,” two
straightforward
hip-hop
bangers that gave fans reason
to expect an incredible debut
album soon after.
Although
it
took
Electronica until 2020 to
fulfill those expectations, the
10 songs and 39 minutes of
“A Written Testimony” are
even better than expected,
partially thanks to some
prominent features from rap
veteran Jay-Z.
The beats Electronica
produces add plenty of

album review
“A Written
Testimony”
Rating:


nostalgic character, like
on “Ghost of Soulja Slim,”
which delivers a gritty
blend of double-bass, warm
chimes, distorted guitars and
busy rhythms.
Jay-Z and Electronica both
spit confident and aggressive
atening
verses, with Jay-Z threatening
to “Drop you off in a rival
tronica
hood”
and
Electronica
comparing himself to the
anther.
Marvel hero, Black Panther.
ffortless
Clever bars and eff
ortless
wordplay establish their
dominance as hip-hop
p titans
by the time the electricc guitar
solo at the track’s closee fades
away.
Electronica’s production
duction
on “Flux Capacitor,” featuring
aturing
chopped sirens, chaoticc vocal
samples, heavy 808 bass
and crisp drums, actss as a
perfect foundation forr Jay-Z
to do what he does best:
st: brag
in style.
Jay-Z delivers an onslaught
slaught
of confident bars and a
relaxed, catchy hook before
Electronica’s
production
duction
steals the show at the
he end,
with a sudden switch
into deconstructed trap,
aggressively chopping up soul
samples over tight drums
ms and
growling bass.
Even
though
Jay
Electronica’s beats stand
out more than his verses
rses at

Artist:
Jay Electronica
Release Date:
March 13
Genre:
Hip-hop/Rap

points, on most of “A Written
Testimony,” he matches or
overcomes Jay-Z’s superstar
presence with some intricate,
clever and personal verses.
Over
the
gorgeous
psychedelic guitars, delicate
background vocals, warm
chimes and vinyl crackle of
“The Neverending Story,”
Jay Electronica delivers a
delightfully original mix of
clever punchlines and flawless
wordplay, from shouting
out producer The Alchemist
for putting “icing on the
soliloquy” and threatening
that if other rappers want
beef, “I’ll filet mignon ya.”
Jay
Electronica’s
dent
charismatic and confi
confident
over
luxurious
lyrics
production makes “The
Neverending Story” feel like
an instant classic, just like
on the penultimate
track,
“Ezekiel’s
Wheel.”
Over
a
dreamy blend
of
electric
g u i t a r
samples
and clunky
d r u m s ,
Jay-Z
only
contributes to
the bridge and
leaves both verses to
Electronica, who delivers

lyrics that equally channel his
veteran skills and his almost
childlike, infectious love for
music.
Jay Electronica touches
on his absence from the
music industry by explaining
that “familiarity don’t breed
gratitude, just contempt,” and
chuckles as he calls featuring
Jay-Z on his debut album
“highway robbery.”
Throughout “A Written
Testimony,” Electronica talks
about more than just classic
hip-hop themes of confidence
and success, touching on his
faith by referencing a blended
spiritualism in almost every
verse.
At times, Electronica’s
message
can
seem
scatterbrained,
jumping
between references to the
Bible and the Quran and
even rhyming lines
from The Lord’s
Prayer in Spanish
with references
to
Marvel
films.
Despite the
sometimes
irreverent

and inconsistent religious
references throughout “A
Written Testimony,” at his
most personal moments,
Jay Electronica delivers
crushingly
honest
and
emotional poetry that can
touch your heart, regardless
of your personal religious
background.
On
the
tear-jerking
closing track “A.P.I.D.T.A.,”
Electronica meditates on
losing loved ones, with Jay-Z
talking about “numbers on
my phone that’ll never ring
again” on the chorus in a
heartbroken mumble.
Over a subtle blend of
psychedelic guitars and spacey

drums, Electronica raps about
the deaths of his mother and
grandmother, talking about
reading his mother’s old text
messages “when I get low and
need a refill.”
With only his debut album,
Jay Electronica establishes
himself as one of modern
hip-hop’s most intelligent
and emotionally powerful
voices,
without
getting
outshined by one of rap’s most
respected veterans.
Follow John on Twitter
@JohnMichaelBr15
Bricker’s Bops appears
every Tuesday.
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Campus concerns about COVID-19
Send students home RE: Classes suspended
Dear Editor,

Send our students home! Student health should be the No. 1 priority and with
thousands of students living on campus in the dorms, their risk of being exposed
to novel coronavirus are heightened.
Although they have implemented a schedule for the dining commons to reduce
mass crowds in one area, it does not take into account the other factors that come
with living on campus.
This can be done by evacuating the dorms. They should provide student refunds
for this time in order to get these students back home to their families. Imagine
the amount of people each student is in contact with every day.
They could unknowingly be passing around the virus to one another. There has
been a ban on gatherings from 10-50 (people) around neighboring counties, so
how can people living in the dorms avoid this? The University Housing Services
need to accommodate their tenants and take action to send them home.
The students won’t take this quarantine seriously unless drastic changes are
made. It starts with us to slow down the outbreak, so let’s do the right thing here!

Dear Editor,

As a former SJSU alum and Daily reporter myself I have admired from afar your work and
collection of journalistic awards you have earned over the years for your beyond exceptional
reporting. With that said, I was disappointed in your use of Asians in face masks imagery in
your Instagram post regarding school closures due to do COVID-19.
The use of these images, no matter how well-intentioned, play into xenophobic stereotypes
regarding who carries this disease that has harmful effects on those of Asian lineage and the
larger Asian American diaspora. Asian American businesses, particularly in Chinatown, have
been hit hard by a wave of hysteria about the perceived “dirty foreigner” and when media
groups, like yourself, post images like that you feed into that stereotype.
Find other ways to report on these stories without playing into “yellow peril” themes. If the
story is about the campus shutting down maybe use an image of the administrative building,
a sign on the door of the MLK library detailing COVID-19 closure, or a news conference/
interview with the SJSU president.
There are more ways to report on this than simply posting the same lazy/harmful image of
an Asian person with a face mask on. It’s on you guys to report the news in a way that doesn’t
hurt or endanger others so please proceed forward with this story with more responsibility.

Best Regards,
Thanks,
Kimberly Ramirez
Communications junior

Wesley Dugle
Alumnus Class of 2013

Don’t stereotype Asians Distribute health products
Dear Editor,
Hi, I am a student here at SJSU and I wanted to reach out to address something
regarding [Classes suspended at SJSU].
Though it is important to inform students about the current news regarding class
cancellation, it is important that you remain accountable for the message you’re sending.
The image for the post depicts the Asian contaminated narrative and is insensitive.
The media portrays that message and it is rooted in racism. It is important that
an institution such as SJSU keep the well-being of all students in mind and does not
perpetuate such a message.

Dear Editor,
The epidemic of the coronavirus needs to be addressed on campus to keep
students, faculty, administrators and staff safe.
Campus leaders need to limit the spread of the virus. Leaders should provide
students with face masks, hand sanitizers and tissues. Imagine students feeling
reassured because they don’t have to worry about their health on campus.
Campus Leaders need to provide the campus community with face masks,
hand sanitizer, tissues and other personal hygiene tools that we may not be able
to afford.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Joel Mejia
Business marketing senior

Maria Lopez
Communications senior
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